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those troublesome and wearisome discontents, which arc always obtruding themselves upon a mind vacant, unemployed, and mi determined.
'You ought to think it no small inducement to diligence and perseverance, that they will please, your father. We all live up<w the hope of pleasing somebody; and the pleasure of plrasim; ought to be greatest, and at last always will be greatest, when «ur endeavours are exerted in consequence of our duty.
'Life is not long, and too much of it must not pass in idle deliberation how it shall be spent; deliberation, which those who begin it by prudence, and continue it with subtilty, must, after long expen.ce of thought, conclude by chance'. To prefer one future mode of life to another, upon just reasons, requires faculties which it has not pleased our Creator to give us.
' If, therefore, the profession you have chosen has sume unex pectcd inconveniencLes, console yourself by reflecting that nu pro fession is without them; and that all (lie importunities and pei plexities of business are softness and luxury, computed with the incessant cravings of vacancy, and the unsatisfactory expedient-. «f idleness.
" If iff sitnt qitti: nostril paint tc ?w<' ///< wrv «••',•
'As to your History of Curxit'tt, yoti have no materials whir!) others have not, or may not have. You have, soiwhmv, or othet, warmed your imagination. 1 wish there were some cure, like the lover's leap, for all heads of which some single idea has obtained an unreasonable and irregular possession. Mind your own aiUir., and leave the Corsieans to theirs. I am, dear Sir,
' Your most humble servant,
*SAM. jujjxMix/ ' London, Aug1. 21, 1766.'
1 This is a truth that Johnson often enforced. ' Very few,' ;.aid the poet, 'live by choice: every man is placed in his present nw<!ii:i«m l»v causes which acted without his foresight, and with whidi he did nm always willingly co-operate.' AWM/*, Hmp. in. 'To him that livri well,' answered the hermit, 'every form of life in good ; m»r t'.tn I ^ive any other rule for choice than to remove from till apparent evil.' //«. chap. 21. 'Youn^ man,1 said Omar, 'it I'H of little tine t«> form pUiiH of life.' TAcMer,}tn. lot,
3 ' Hac sunt qua: nostra licfat tc voce monen.'   .•ftnfit/ iij.4ot,e told the King that 'he must now read to acquire more knowledge.'
